
Steel City Benzers 

  The Pittsburgh MBCA Section 

has 304 members 

We would like to extend a 

special welcome and hello to 

our 12 newest members: 

 

Alexandra Cozza 

Gabriella Cozza 

James Drake 

Trinity Fitzgerald 

Deborah Golna 

Jyoti Maini 

Matthew McHugh 

Premkisho Prasanna 

Joseph Pyles 

Nathan Sassaman 

Zachary Snyder 

Kurt Westerlund 

 

We are also proud that 40 

members have renewed their 

membership in the last 3 

months! 

Without new and renewing 

members, we wouldn’t be 

where we are today.  We look 

forward to seeing you at 

upcoming events! 

 

 

Annual Meeting and Private Garage Tour 
By Sandy Turko 

 

 
 

On November 13, over thirty MBCA Pittsburgh Section members and 
guests safely gathered for a delicious lunch at the Log Cabin Inn in 
Harmony PA. We then headed to visit a Club Member’s amazing 
garage for a tour of antique and classic cars as well as memorabilia.  
 
Whether you ask those that have had the great fortune to have 
toured this garage before, or whether you ask first-time guests, 
everyone walked away amazed, had learned something new, and had 
smiles from ear to ear. 
 
We concluded the day with our Annual Meeting, including a 
unanimous vote to renew the current Board and Officers 
appointments. 
 
A special thanks again to our gracious hosts and all that made the trip 
for a closing gathering for 2021. 
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We, the Board of Directors, would 

like your feedback, so please feel 

free to contact us at 

mbcapghchapter@gmail.com with 

suggestions on event ideas.  We 

look forward to hearing from you!  

 

Sandy Turko 

President 

 

Dan Marcin 

Vice-President 

 

Marilyn Smetana 

Treasurer 

 

Paul Bowman 

Secretary & Newsletter Editor 

 

 

Board of Directors 

Franco Fratangelo 

Paul Georg 

Susan Grunewald 

Franco Fratangelo 

Jeff Hirst 

Betsy Marcin 

Mark Sheldon 

Sandra Simpson 

Ray Smetana 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A View from the Driver’s Seat 

 

 

“A lot of people criticize Formula 1 as an unnecessary risk. But 
what would life be like, if we only did what is necessary.” Niki 
Lauda 
 
I’m amazed how fast this year has flown by. 2021 has brought 
numerous challenges for everyone, and I am grateful how 
everyone has come together in true MBCA Pittsburgh Section 
fashion -- taking control and seeing these challenges as 
opportunities and driving forward. 
 
A few key highlights from 2021: 
 

• Four new events were facilitated by non-Board Club 
Members  

• Over 110 members and guests attended Saturday’s 
events at the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix 

• We close the year with 304 active members in our 
Section - the highest count in many years 

 
This year we were advised by MBCA National that membership 
rebates to local Sections have been canceled for the 
foreseeable future.  It is critical we continue to be fiscally 
responsible and explore options to raise money for our modest 
expenses - website management and PVGP costs ($2k+). In this 
newsletter, member Mark Ramsay outlines a fundraising idea. 
 
As we head into 2022, I wish all of you continued health and 
happiness. Let’s get excited about another great year ahead 
with new events and opportunities to safely gather at enjoyable 
events. I welcome all feedback and recommendations to 
continue driving success for Our Club! 
 
My best to all! 
Sandy Turko 
 

 



 
Technology Links 

In addition to this newsletter, 
there are other channels to 
keep up with what’s happening 
with the Pittsburgh Section. 

 
Website: 
http://www.mbcapitt.org/ 
 

 
Facebook: 
Mercedes Benz Club America 
Pittsburgh 
 

 
Email: 
mbcapghchapter@gmail.com   
 

 
Instagram: @mbcapgh 
 

 

Twitter: @mbcapgh 

Newsletter Update 
 
All Pittsburgh Section 
Newsletters are distributed via 
email and available to view via 
our website.  
 
 

Pittsburgh Membership Stats 
By Paul Bowman 

 
 
 
Our Board is grateful to our Section Members for their continued 

support, especially during Covid times, growing by nearly 9% in the 

last year! 

 

This is our Section, and we ask you to continue to promote our club 

and help develop new event ideas to further our success and value 

to our membership. 

                           

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Driving Tour Event in 2022 … and Member Suggestion 

By Mark Ramsay 

 

 

 

My wife Patty and I hope that 2021 was a great year for all of you, and that 2022 will be even better.  As 

members of MBCA since 1986 (the year we were married!), we had a great time in 2021 getting to know 

more of our Pittsburgh MBCA members.  Despite covid, our growing and thriving Section conducted a lot of 

great events including a special tour of the Flight 93 Memorial (20th anniversary), a virtual technical forum 

on brakes, a guided tour of Fort Necessity, support to the annual Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix (our major 

charitable fund-raising event), and our annual membership meeting in November.  I want to offer another 

driving event for 2022 as well as ask for your financial support as a member. 

 

First, we discussed a new driving event for 2022 at the annual membership meeting.  My wife and I would 

host this event starting with a lunch at our home near Windber (Johnstown) on a Saturday likely in late 

spring or fall leaf season.  After lunch we would caravan over Allegheny Mountain on Route 56 and take a 

driving tour of the covered bridges in Bedford County.   

 

We can see 9 of the 14 covered bridges in Bedford County in a few hours, and as an added bonus we can 



  

 

(Continued from previous page) 

 

We can see 9 of the 14 covered bridges in Bedford County in a few hours, and as an added bonus we can 

stop and experience “gravity hill.”  As hokey as “gravity hill” sounds, it’s actually very interesting and the 

experience produces many smiles!  You can check it out at 

https://www.visitbedfordcounty.com/coveredbridges/ and download the two-page driving tour directions.  

For those who want to stay overnight in Bedford, the Omni Bedford Springs Resort is a world class hotel and 

golf course, and there are other hotels in the vicinity of the Bedford interchange of I-99 and the PA 

Turnpike. 

 

 

 

The other issue that I want to address as a member is our funding stream.  Unfortunately, our two major 

sources of chapter income, national MBCA and the three Pittsburgh-area Mercedes dealers, ceased when 

covid struck.  We have historically used funds (about $2,000/year) from these entities to build our display 

area for the annual Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix.  This allows us to raise even more funds for PVGP 

Charities (https://www.pvgp.org/charities/) and sustain the thousands we have donated in years past.  We 

don’t know if the cessation of funding is permanent, but in the meantime, I suggest that each Section 

member (we’re now over 300 Section members…thanks!) contribute $10 per year so that we can continue 

to support the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix as our major charity fund raising event, and do it right.  I’ll 

defer to our great Section leadership team on how best to contribute (check, website, PayPal, Venmo, etc.) 

but for $10 per year per member we can keep supporting our biggest annual charity event at the Pittsburgh 

Vintage Grand Prix. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.visitbedfordcounty.com/coveredbridges/
https://www.pvgp.org/charities/


 

 

Fun at the AMG Driving Academy 

By Dan Marcin 

 

 

For years I have wanted to drive The Circuit of the Americas track. I also have wanted to drive and hit 150 

mph while at a track day. Unfortunately, that has eluded my grasp over the past 16 years and 18 tracks; I 

would either run into traffic or not have enough straight road before a big turn.  

So, in December I had one more shot at it - I got to drive The Circuit of the Americas (COTA) in Austin, 

Texas! 

 

 

COTA on a clear day 

 

The AMG Driving Academy (https://www.amgacademy.com/) finally was able to run at COTA after being 

cancelled four times due to Covid 19. I was excited to be there and ready to get out on the track. The first 

morning was a bit of a mess, with fog and drizzle that limited what we could drive and how we could 

drive. 

There were 32 drivers attending, broken into four teams, each with a group of instructors. They would 

start us out with four drivers that would do a lead follow to start to learn the track and the instructor 

would drive as fast as the weather and track would allow. Unfortunately, the day never quite totally dried 

out to where we could reach top speed.  

 

https://www.amgacademy.com/


  

 

 

We did have fun driving the AMG GT 4 door, the E63, and the AMG GT Coupe. We also did an autocross 

with the new CLA45 cars. They were fast but had some turbo lag off the start. 

The instructors were from everywhere:  Montreal, Colorado, and Connecticut to name a few. They had 

driven so many types of races and cars. It was great fun meeting all of them. I even saw my friend Tommy 

Kendall whom I had met in 2005 at my first AMG driving event. He is an IMSA GT and Trans Am Series 

Champ. It’s been 10 years since our last track day together.  

Day 2 seemed like it was going to be better and would finally allow them to unleash the AMG GT R, which 

we could not drive on Day 1 due to the tires, which did not work well on wet surfaces. They brought them 

all out, and we started our first lap in a lead follow fashion only for it to start raining and were forced back 

to the pits. We swapped over to the C63 cars with all season tires. 

After lunch it was now drying out, and we started again with the AMG GT R leading, then we led, and then 

the instructors followed and critiqued us from behind. This led to the final 4 lap solo runs. This is where 

we could go out by ourselves and try to do consistent lap times. 

I had struggled a bit with never being on this track, never having driven an AMG GT R, and now running in 

Racing Mode where the “nannies” are turned off. I went out and did my best. It was hard to trust myself 

and the limits of the braking with only a few runs before these final laps. So away I went to see what I 

could accomplish. It was exciting seeing progress in pushing my limits. I was running in the 115-120mph 

range and slowing down to 40 mph to make the 90-degree corner to start my best run down the long 

straight. As soon as you get your car pointed correctly, you nail the gas pedal and hold it to the floor. You 

see 120, 130, 140, as the car is flying down the track, and you wonder how long can I hold this before 

braking and slow up enough for the sharp left hander at the end of this long straight. Well, I found out a 

few times! 

I did finally see 150 mph and not only once! As I watched my video replays later, I saw a 156, 155, and 

153. Proud of what I had accomplished, I headed home with two giant bucket-list items crossed off.  

FINALLY!!! 

 

 

 
 

 



An Evening Together of Exoticars and BBQ 
 

A special thank you to members Shadrach and Kathy Jones for facilitating a tour at Exoticars in Wexford 
on October 8. 
 
Over twenty members and guests gathered to see some gorgeous cars, get tips on detailing and then 
grab a bite at a neighboring BBQ.  
 
We had perfect weather to safely gather and talk about our shared love for cars.  
 
Thanks to all that attended and we look forward to similar events in 2022! 

 

 



A Private Collection Tour in Michigan 

 

While traveling in Michigan, MBCA Pittsburgh’s own Paul Georg had the opportunity to visit this amazing 
private collection.  
 
Thank you, Paul, for sharing your experience through these photos with us! 

 
 



 

 

Upcoming Event: Webinar on Automotive Cooling Systems  
(January 8, 2022 at 1PM) 

 
 

 
Do you do your own maintenance or repairs on your Benz? Or are you interested in better understanding 

what your service technician is telling you when they provide you with a diagnosis and an estimate on 

what your car needs? Since 2016, the Pittsburgh Section has sponsored Gear Heads meetings that have 

involved a lunch followed by a Tech Talk. Given the social-distancing limitations we faced in 2020, we 

decided to follow the lead of other MBCA Sections and start conducting technical webinars instead.  

In late 2020 and early 2021, we had a webinar on Brake Systems as well as two encore webinars led by 

our Gear Heads Coordinator Paul Bowman, his son Alex who is an Automotive Engineer at Honda of 

America, and his son Ethan who handled all of the video technology for the livestreaming from Paul’s 

garage. We have decided to keep this format as livestreamed events can reach a much bigger audience 

than face-to-face meetings in a restaurant or garage. 

Our next webinar will be on January 8, 2022, led again by Paul, Alex, and Ethan and streamed on Google 

Meets.  

 

Subjects to be covered: 

• Basic theory behind how cooling systems work 

• Key inspections to ensure they are performing at a peak level 

• Different types of coolant and choices in replacement parts 

• Maintenance, repairs and restoration of vintage as well as modern cooling systems 

• Troubleshooting overheating issues and leaks 

• Some alternative coolants, especially for classic-car enthusiasts 

 

You can join the webinar by either clicking on this link:  meet.google.com/cvc-whfi-yfd, or if that doesn't 

work, by copying and pasting it into your browser search bar. 

 

Please log in between 12:40P and 12:55P so we can help troubleshoot any technical issues you may be 

having before the webinar starts. If you run into problems, please e-mail paul@mbcapghchapter.com 

 

While not mandatory, please e-mail the same e-mail address if you plan to attend, so we can have a 

rough headcount. Also, please indicate of which club/Section you are a member (this will be a national 

event with multiple clubs and Sections invited). 

 

http://meet.google.com/cvc-whfi-yfd
mailto:paul@mbcapghchapter.com


 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

2022 Calendar of Events 

 

 

January 8:  Livestreamed 

Webinar – Automotive Cooling 

Systems 

 

More events to be planned at 

the Pittsburgh Section Board 

Meeting on January 15. 

We still have a lot of uncertainty 

caused by Covid-19 restrictions 

that are hard to predict but plan 

to ensure member safety by a 

combination of virtual events 

and outdoor events where social 

distancing is feasible.  

Each event will have more 

details sent out to Section 

membership 4-6 weeks before 

the date. We are open to any 

and all ideas for future events! 

Please e-mail us at 

mbcapghchapter@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Classifieds 

 
We invite members of the club 

to submit advertisements of 

cars, parts, and other Benz-

related paraphernalia to our 

quarterly newsletter and our 

Instagram account 

(@MBCAPGH).  

These classifieds are free for 

active MBCA members who are 

paid up on their dues. 

Please use the word 
'classified' somewhere in the 
subject line of your email. For 
car ads, please include: year, 
model, mileage, condition, 
service history, a photograph, 
brief description, price, and 
contact information (e-mail 
and/or phone number). 
 
For parts and accessories, 
please include:  a description 
with condition, which 
year/vehicle it fits, part number 
if at all possible, a photograph, 
price, and contact information 
(e-mail and/or phone number). 
 
Please be advised that your 
listing will also be posted to our 
social media platform -- 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
unless you tell us to limit it to 
the newsletter. 
 

Members can purchase 

advertisements for any sort of 

business or networking that 

they wish to promote. Please 

contact us for rates at 

mbcapghchapter@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

Set of four staggered rims and 

tires off of a 2015 Mercedes 

Benz S550. These are after-

market AMG 20" style rims, with 

8.5 wide front and 9.5 wide rear 

for a W222 model. I found the 

factory ones cracked too easily 

and purchased these after-

market look-a-likes; they have 

held up fine. Tires are 

Continental EXTREMECONTACT 

DWS 06 PLUS (all-season radials) 

One is brand new and has 10/32 

tread; the other three have 9/32 

of tread. 275/35ZR20 Rear,  

245/40ZR20. Front rims have 

minor scuff and marks from a 

car wash. No curb rash. 

$1500.00. Contact Paul Georg 

paul.georg@verizon.net 

 

Classifieds continued on next 

page 

 

mailto:paul.georg@verizon.net


 

 
 
 

 

 

Classifieds (continued) 

 

W124 Station Wagon 

Navy seats for a seven-

passenger wagon in good 

condition.   $100 for the set. 

Contact: (412) 310-6031 

 

 

Various car jacks for W108, 
W111, and other Benzes from 
the 1960s and 1970s. 
One that looks new from a 
280SE 4.5 is $150. 
The others $75 each. 
 
Contact: bada208@gmail.com 
(724) 504-2375 

 

 

 

 
 

Four 20" 10-spoke black matte 

finish OEM Mercedes AMG 

wheels with 235/40ZR-20 

Continental ContiSportContact 

5P MP Mercedes XL summer 

tires on them. The wheels are 

off of a 2015 GLA45 AMG, and 

the tires were purchased in 

April of 2018. I swapped them 

on/off with winter wheels/tires, 

so the tires have 2 summers of 

wear on them. Local pickup 

only in the Pittsburgh area. 

(Continued on next column) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Original Price: 

Wheels: 4 x $1,500 = $6,000.00 

Tires: 4 x $364.52 = $1,058.08 

Total: $7,058.08 

 

Asking Price: 

$2,000.00 

 

Specs: 

Material: Aluminum 

Style: 10 Spoke 

Finish: Powder Coat Black 

Size: 20x8 

Lugs: 5 

Bolt Pattern: 112mm 

Offset: 43.5mm 

 

Thank you for checking out my 

listing!  

 

Please let me know if you have 

any questions. 

strgzr3745@gmail.com 

 

  

mailto:bada208@gmail.com
mailto:strgzr3745@gmail.com

